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D
O IT FOR DURRETT IS DOING IT A

GA
IN

July 9 Event at Globe Life Park in Arlington to Benef t Family of the Late Jason Dugger   B
Y EVAN G

RAN
T

HIS 
IS SO 
TYPICAL 
OF RICHARD 
DURRETT.

More than a year after he 
suddenly and shockingly left us, he is still 
extending a helping hand to folks who need it.

Thus: Do It For Durrett 80’s Night. Do It for Durrett 
80’s Night, presented by Summer Energy, will 
be held Thursday, July 9 in the Cholula Porch 
at Globe Life Park in Arlington. It will feature 

performances by current members of the Texas Rangers and 
country music star Casey Donahew in a fundraising benefit to help 
families who find themselves impacted by sudden loss.

Last June, Durrett, a husband and father of two young children (with a 
third on the way), and a fixture on the local sports scene with the Denton 
Record-Chronicle, the Dallas Morning News and eventually ESPNDallas.
com, collapsed outside a gym at the age of 38 and died. Within hours of the 
news, TV personality and force of nature Emily Jones-McCoy, was marshalling 
resources to put together a benefit for the family he left behind: Wife Kelly, son 
Owen and daughters Alice and Margot (who would be born in December).

What resulted was a jam-packed concert at Billy Bob’s in Fort Worth, a 
silent auction of sports memorabilia that has rarely been seen in North 
Texas and a live auction featuring once-in-a-lifetime “experiences,” 
to help alleviate many of the family’s immediate financial concerns.

“Financially, it meant so much to us because it gave us time,” 
Kelly Durrett said. “Time where we could remember Richard 
and try to begin to come to terms with what had happened. Time 
where we could allow ourselves to grieve without having to sell our 
house or worry about the next bill. Owen could still sign up for little 
league. Alice could continue her activities. I could spend time focusing 
on them instead of having to figure out additional major life changes. 
Emotionally, it helped me feel less alone,” Kelly added. “My children 
and I weren't the only ones grieving. We weren't alone in 
knowing how wonderful and special Richard was. The 
community that he had touched was grieving and feeling 
that loss with us.” 

Then Jones-McCoy and a very moved Rangers General Manager Jon Daniels set 
out to do it all over again before Kelly Durrett said: Help somebody else this time.
“I know how much Richard loved helping people and 

this is something he’d embrace with all of his heart,” 
said Kelly, who serves as the Chairman of the newly-formed 

1. Items that depicted the life and 
career of Richard Durrett were 
placed at his Globe Life Park press 
box seat following his passing on 
June 17, 2014. 
2. The trio behind the Do It for 
Durrett events (L-R): Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram Rangers reporter Jeff 
Wilson, Rangers and FSSW reporter 
Emily Jones-McCoy, and FSSW.com 
Rangers reporter Anthony Andro.
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Do It For Durrett Foundation. “The ability to help a family 
in need fits with Richard’s personality so well.”

Said Jones-McCoy: “Hopefully we can make this a success and help 
impact another family. We intend to keep this going. That’s the hope.”

"It was a wake up call for a lot of us,” said Daniels. “Here's this 
gregarious kind thoughtful man – healthy and in his prime – young 
family at home and career going well. And just like that...Really hit me 
personally. Reality is, Richard and I aren't very different. What a 
reminder to enjoy what life gives us, cherish time 
with our kids, wives, and friends. And don't take 
anything for granted...Watching the grace with which Kelly 

handled everything, we just wanted to help other families in similar 
spots, some of whom might not be able to handle it as well as 

Kelly has. Hopefully we can ease the burden just a little bit for 
some good people who have been dealt a tough hand."

This year, the family that will be impacted is one that was 
near and dear to Richard Durrett.

Jason Dugger worked with Durrett in the Dallas Morning 
News sports department for five years as a copy editor 
and designer before leaving in 2008 to pursue a career 
first with an information technology company, and then 
with a content management company.

Dugger, 41, passed away suddenly last September 
from complications following a routine outpatient 

procedure, just three days after the initial Do It For 
Durrett event. The circumstances his wife, Lauren, faced 

were almost identical to those Kelly Durrett had stared at 
earlier in the summer. She had to make plans for going on 

with two young children, Evan (5) and Ryan (3).
This is the aim of the Do It For Durrett Foundation. It hopes to provide 

resources for families to allow them to grieve and start recovering 
without the burden of worrying about immediate financial responsibilities.

“There were moments last year when I felt a little 
uncomfortable knowing that so many families 
experience loss without the amazing support I 
received,” Kelly Durrett said. “People often tell me how 
strong I am. Really, I think I'm just doing what I can 
to keep putting one foot in front of the other. It feels 
good to be helping someone else take their first steps.  
I know that Richard would be honored that his name 

and legacy will be tied to a group that helps support 
others in the way his family was supported.”

Like Richard, Jason Dugger loved spending time with his children.
"Jason's greatest love was for his children and he cherished the 

time they spent together,” Lauren Dugger explained. “The look on 
his face when he would grab Evan or Ryan for a big hug was so 
tender it would sometimes take my breath away. He would be 
so moved that his boys are getting help for the future by honoring 
Richard's exceptional life. We are extremely humbled and grateful 
to the Do it for Durrett Foundation and all of its supporters."
In addition to the event, which includes dinner and performances 

by acts including Donahew, there will be a live and silent auction.

The inaugural Do It For Durrett Benefit Concert was held on September 8, 2014 at 
Billy Bob’s Texas and was a grand success. 1. Rangers pitcher Colby Lewis joined 

Richard’s wife Kelly (2nd from left) on stage during the live auction. 2. Daphne Willis 
performs at the event. 3. The Casey Donahew Band, which played at the inaugural event 

last September, will make a return engagement at the 80’s Night in July. 4. Rangers radio 
broadcaster Eric Nadel helped mc last year’s event. 5. Old 97’s lead singer Rhett Miller (R) 

created the idea for last September’s event and was part of the entertainment at Billy Bob’s.

AMONG THE LIVE AUCTION “EXPERIENCES” FOR 2015 ARE:
• THE MARK CUBAN EXPERIENCE: For the second consecutive year, 

Mavericks owner and Shark Tank star Mark Cuban has donated the 
seat next to him at a mutually-agreed to Mavs regular-season home 
game for one lucky fan.

• THE NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF FAME EXPERIENCE: The trip 
includes airfare for four through Southwest Airlines and a white glove 
tour of the Hall of Fame and museum.

• THE FOX SPORTS FAN EXPRESS EXPERIENCE: The Fox Express 
bus will pick up the winner and 50 friends and transport them to a 
Rangers game during the 2015 season.

• THE TEXAS MOTOR SPEEDWAY EXPERIENCE: For the second 
consecutive year also, Texas Motor Speedway has donated suite tickets 
for the November 8 AAA Texas 500. The winner will receive behind-the-
scenes access that includes a trip to the pre-race driver’s meeting.

THE SILENT AUCTION A YEAR AGO DREW MEMORABILIA DONATIONS 
FROM ACROSS THE TEXAS AND NATIONAL SPORTS SCENE. AMONG THE 
ITEMS ALREADY RECEIVED FOR THE 2015 EVENT ARE:

• Separate suite packages for the Dallas Stars and the Frisco 
RoughRiders, the latter of which will also include first-pitch honors.

• Club seats for a Houston Astros home game and a baseball signed by 
2015 National Baseball Hall of Fame inductee Craig Biggio.

• A batting helmet autographed by the top prospects in the Rangers’ 
organization, including Jorge Alfaro, Joey Gallo and Rougned Odor.

• Autographed bats from Boston Red Sox stars Mike Napoli, David Ortiz 
and Dustin Pedroia.

•  A game-used autographed bat by former Ranger Nelson Cruz.

Many other autographed items are expected to be among the huge 
number of lots to be auctioned. 

It’s a great way to honor a truly memorable person and to help others 
facing a difficult time.

“I want people to remember Richard as someone who 
was genuinely interested in getting to know people's 
stories,” Kelly Durrett said.  “He listened and engaged 
with people in a way that made them feel valued and 
truly heard.  I think the world would be a better place 
if more of us did this.”

Evan Grant covers the 
Rangers for the Dallas 
Morning News and 
was a colleague of 
Richard Durrett 
for a number 
of years.

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT DOITFORDURRETT.COM FOR $35. 
THE TICKET INCLUDES DINNER AS WELL AS AN EVENT T-SHIRT. 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF VIP TICKETS FOR $100 ARE ALSO 
AVAILABLE. TABLES OF EIGHT CAN ALSO BE PURCHASED FOR 
$250. ALL TICKETS AT THE DOOR ARE $40.

Attendees at the Do It For Durrett Benefit Concert in September 2014 
could bid on an incredible selection of items at the silent auction.


